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BRIEF ILLUSTRATION OF A HIS- 
TORICAL FACT. 


In reading the gospels, one cannot help 
oticing, that the Pharisees are the most 
Mpen, active and determined opposers of 
pur Lord and his doctrine; while the 
adducees very rarely appear as his avow- 
ed enemies. After the resurrection and 
mscension of Christ, however, the case is 
ompletely reversed. The Pharisees seem 
ather disposed to treat the Apostles with 
Jenity ; while the Sadducees are forward 
o apprehend and imprison them, and do to 
hem all manner of injury. The case of 
saul is indeed an exception to this observa- 
ion, but it by no means disproves the gen- 
pral fact. 

The following remarks explain, I think, 
/ethe reason of this change. 
> The Pharisees were a busy, meddling, 
stentatious sect. They laid great stress 
n external observances and forms; and 
paid little attention to the religion of the 
Mheart. Ambitious and intriguing, they 
sought praise and power, and made pre- 
Wtended religious zeal, subservient to their 
Wruling passion. They placed so high a 
Pvalue on the traditions of the Rabbis, as to 

set them above the law of God. 
> The Sadducees were the Jewish Infidels. 
They denied the moral government of 
God, the immortality of the soul, and, of 
»[e ecourse, future rewards and punishments. 
They seem to have been Epicureans, both 
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34 in sentiment and practice. Intent on pre- 
sent gratification, they despised religion, 
10 and seldom interfered with its public teach- 
ers. Their disputes with the Pharisees, 
had reference, much more frequently, to 
248 worldly honours and emoluments, than to 
__f formularies of belief, and modes of wor- 
a > ship. 
3% The doctrine delivered by our Saviour, 
— among these and other Jewish sects, was 
BS pointed directly at the heart. He showed 
ais the futility of the form without the spirit of 
— devotion ; exposed the manner in which 
749 tradition nullified the law ; and inveighed, 
in strong terms, against the ambition, ava- 
750 rice, and hypocrisy of the Pharisees. It 
751 was obvious even to the common people, 


that if his doctrine prevailed, all the arts 
of the Pharisees would become ineffica- 
cious, and they would at once be deprived 





of their influence. The rage of these 
men was therefore excited to the highest 
degree, and they determined, “ with wick- 
ed hands to kill the prince of life.” After 
the accomplishment of this diabolical pur- 
pose, they felt themselves prepared to con- 
tend with better hopes of success, with 
their political adversaries, the Sadducees. 
But when the apostles went out to 
preach the Gospel, they proclaimed asa 
fundamental truth, the resurrection of Je- 
sus. This fact is intimately connected 
with the general doctrines of the resurrec- 
tion from the dead, the immortality of the 
soul, and a future judgment. It was di- 
rectly opposed to the favourite dogma of 
the Sadducees, who had, it seems, about 
that time, gotten the ascendency among 
the Jews. It was easy to see, that the 
prevalence of the doctrine taught by tke 
apostles, would bring the sect into discred- 
it. Hence, we readily understand why, in 
the cts of the Apostles, the Sadducees 
should pertorm the part, which formerly 
the Pharisees acted ; and, of course, why 
the author of this book should find occa- 
sion to say (Acts iv. 1,2.) “ And as they 
spake unto the people, the priests, and the 
captais of the temple, and the Sadducees 
came upon them, being grieved that they 
tunght the people, and preached through 
Jesus the resurrection from the dead :°— 
and again, (Acts v. 17, 18.) “ Then the 
high-priest rose up, and all they that were 
with him—which ts the sect of the Saddu- 
cees—and were filled with indignation, 
and laid their hands on the apostles, and 
put them in the common prison.” 

We may also understand why, as is re- 
corded in the same chapter, (v. 34—39.) 
Gamaliel, a Pharisee, should give counsel 
of moderation ; and why the Apostle Paul 
should cry out, when he stood before the 
Jewish Sanhedrim, (see Acts xxiii. 6, &c.) 
“ Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the 
son of a Pharisee: of the hope and resur- 
rection of the dead J am called in ques; 
tion.” 


Use of this Illustration. 


Our habits of thinking and feeling, and 
our associations of ideas are formed by the 
circumstances of the age in which we live, 
A man, who expresses his thoughts in wri- 
ting, manifests the influence of these cir- 
cumstances in every page. So that 


one well acquainted with any particular 
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period, can, with a very considerable de- 
gree of certainty, determine whether a 
book belongs to that period. In this way 
the spuriousness of many writings has been 
detected. Now it appears, after the best 
examination that could be nrade, that the 
writings of the apostles belong to the time, 
in which christians place them. They 
not only contain nothing which indicates 
a later date, but contemporary writers— 
Josephus, for instance, and some of the 
Roman historians, mention a great many 
circumstances, the influence of which we 
see, on examination, was felt by the sa- 
cred writers, although they have never di- 
rectly referred to them. This affords an 
evidence of the genuineness of the New 
Testament, which can never be set aside. 
No man can transfer himself trom one age 
to another, and place himself completely 
under its influences, so as to deceive a dis- 
cerning judge. Milton, with all his genius 
and learning, could not have written the 
Iliad, or the AEneid ; much less could a 
Jewish or Gentile impostor, in an age 
subsequent to that of the apostles, have 
counterfeited the Gospels, Acts, and Epis- 
tles. ; 

The illustration, which has been given 
above, affords then one example, out of a 
great many, which might be adduced, to 
prove the genuineness of the apostolic 
writings. 





From the Boston Recorder. 


RELIGION OF THE GRAND LAMA. 
(Concluded from p. 743.) 


The inauguration of the infant Lama is at- 
tended with gieater pomp and parade than 
any thing known in the country. The Em- 
peror of China on this occasion, assumes a 
conspicuous part in giving respect to the ob- 
ject of bis faith and veneration. Officers 
from China, a Chinese anness, the Viceroy 
of Lassa, accompanied by all the court, the 
heads of every monistery, and finally, every 
man of any condition in Thibet, assemble 
at Torpaling. The Grand Lama is carried 
ina palanquin to the holy mountain, and 
through the distance is but twenty miles, 
such is the concourse of people, and parade 
of the procession, that three days expire in 
this short marck. The road, being previ- 
ously white washed, is lined by a double 
row of Lamas, of which, some hold lighted 
rods of a perfumed composition, that burn 
like decayed wood, and emit an aromatic 
smoke. The rest are furnished with a 


great variety of musical instruments, which 
the hymn 
Gold insignia, the standards 


are all sounded in unison with 
they chant. 





Religion of the Grand Lama. 
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of state, noble horses bearing stoves fille 
with burning aromatic wood, and ever 
species of Asiatic magnificence, contribute! 
to the splendour of the procession, which 

moves at an extremely slow pace until it js) 
received within the confines of the palace!” 
amid an amazing “display of colours, ac.” 
clamations of the crowd, solem music, and) 
the chanting of the priests. Now succeed” 
the religious ceremonies of tie inauguration, | 
Every where prevail feasting, music, re. 

joicing, and unfurling of banners on all the) 
forts. Then follow sacrifices and gifts tp 
the Grand Lama, mutual presents, {¢, 
the consummation of which usually lasts 4 
days, when the multitude is dismissed, 
[Asiatic Researches, vol. I.] 7 

Objects of Worship.—Boodh, Fo, anif 
Maunippe, belong to the first rank of Thibe.f 
tian idols. 

Boodh seems to be venerated principally 
for his antiquity. Fo, who now resides iy 
the Grand Lama, first taught his disciple 
the doctrine of the metempsichosis. 4; 
the age of 7%, perceiving that his divinity 
could not prevent his paying the debt « 
nature, he called his disciples together ani 
told them he would not leave them without 
revealing the whole secret and hidden ny. 
stery of his doctrine. He declared he haf 
for 40 years, till that moment thought bere 
to disguise the truth under figurative ani 
metaphorical expressions, but now }y 
would unveil the whole mystery of wisdom 
‘* Learn then,” said he, “ there is no othe: 
principle of all things, but a vacuum an 
nothing: from nothing have all thing 
sprung, to nothing they must again retu 
and then all our hopes end.” 

Manippe is a large idol, sitting on : 
throne, with nine heads placed one abort 
another, in the formofa cone. The La 
mas burn incense to her, and furnish « 
chocie repast to satiate her hunger. He 
worshippers kneeling, incline their faces 
the ground, praying, “save us,O Manippe- 

On certain days every year, a strong, fe 
rocious young man is clad in garments ve: 
riegated by different colours, armed wit! 
sword, bow and arrows, and loaded with 4 
variety of flags or colours unfurled, wit! 
their staves fastened to his back and neck. 
In this uniform he is possessed of the de- 
mon to whom he is consecrated, and 
drives through the streets, murdering all he 
meets, without the least regard to age, sex, F 
or condition. No one dares make tle 
least resistance, because these deaths s¢- 
cure the favour of the goddess, and influ: 
ence her to keep the state happy and pros: 
perous. [Kircher. ] 
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endless variety of images, which are still 
increasing. When the Grand Lama dies, 
his body is put in an erect posture into a 
golden shrine, and ever after visited with 
sacred awe. The body of every Lama is 
burnt immediately after death, and his 
ashes enclosed in a little brass image, 
which is placed in the sacred cabinet. In 
addition to these, almost every man has in 
his own house, small images and pictures 
of the Grand Lama, which receive family 
worship. The Thibetians hold some ob- 
jects sacred in common with the Hindoos ; 
such as the water of the Ganges, the 
cow, &c. 

Manner of worship.—Worship is gener- 
ally performed in the temples three tines a 
day, accompanied with a variety of instru- 
ments of an enormous size. These are 
trumpets above six feet long, drums stretch- 
ed over copper cauldrons, gongs, which are 
circular instruments of thin hammered bell 
metal beat upon with a mallet, and produ- 
cing a surprising noise, double drums of 
vast circumference, mounted on tall pedes- 
tals, which the performer turns with great 
facility, striking each side with a long curv- 
ed iron, large kinds of bugles, cymbals, 
hautboys, seakonks, &c. The Thibetians 
assemble in their chapels, and unite togeth- 
er in prodigious numbers to perform wor- 
ship, which they chant in alternate recita- 
tive and chorus, accompanied by all those, 
loud powerful and harsh instruments. In 
addition to all these, are the voices of 2 or 
300 men and boys, making at the same 
time every variety of sound, which would 
produce a suprising effect upon an ear at- 
tuned to soft and delicate music. 

The Lamas of Thibet understand their 
tenets much better than those at the 
extremities of ‘Tartary, but their prin- 
ciples do not require them to render a rea- 
son. Sacred books from an unknown pe- 
riod, have been printed in Thibet. The 
chief business of the Lama is prayer, which 
is performed by reading the sacred books, 
when often neither reade: or hearer under- 
standa word. Butthey have many expedi- 
etits to save the trouble not only of thinking 
bat speaking. The London missionaries, 
visiting a temple in Siberia, saw the chiet 
Lama engaged in prayer. He was coun- 
ting beads and turning an instrument. 
This instrument resembles a barrel con- 
taining written prayers, fixed on an axle, 
pulled by a string fastened on the outside, 
and offering all the prayers it contained 
every revolution. This barrel is said some- 
times to be turned by smoke over the fire, 
and thus prays with great velocity from 
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morning tll night. When this praying 
mill is turned by water, it is of a large kind, 
and contains gjl the prayers of the neigh- 
bourhvod. Capt. Gordon, who travelled 
through this country in 1820, mentions a 
stage or roof of a temple, supporting 100 
of these praying mills, turned by the wind. 

Another method is to write prayers on pie- 
ces of cloth & paper,which are suspended on 
poles fastened to the roefs of their temples. 
In these cases, their advances in piety are 
in proportion to the velocity of the wind. 

Treatment of the dead.—In regard to the 
treatment of the dead, the votaries of the 
Grand Lama differ, in different countries. 
In Thibet, the body of the Grand Lama is 
said to be the only one suffered to undergo 
putrefaction. The bodies of all the priests 
are burnt, and burying is unknown. The 
general receptacle of the dead is a spacious 
area near the monastery, called Teshoo 
Lamboo, enclosed on one side by a high 
perpendicular rock, and on the other by 
lofty walls. At the top, it is left open for 
birds of prey; and at the bottom, a narrow 
passage is left open for the sole purpose of 
admitting dogs and other beasts of prey, 
which are very numerous in that country. 
On the top of the rock above, a platform 
overhangs the enclosure, for the conven- 
iency of precipitating the dead bodies with 
the greater ease, from the walls into the 
area. No further trouble is taken with 
them, except such. as facilitate their des- 
truction by birds, dogs, and other animals. 
Some convey their diseased frieuds to cer- 
tain high hills, where their limbs are dis- 
jointed, that they may become a more ea- 
sy prey to carnivorous birds. Among these 
receptacles of the dead, where the mangled 
bodies and bleaching bones lie scattered, 
some old man and woman, lost to all feel- 
ing, but that of superstition, take up an 
abode, and performs the horrid office of 
receiving the bodies, aud from time to time 
placing the mangled limbs in a situation 
the most eligible to carnivorous animals.— 
As their souls at death, immediately pass 
into other bodies, they consider it honour- 
able to be buried in living tombs, that the 
union of soul aud body may be apparently 
preserved. 

In Napaul, a tributary of Thibet, when 
people are sick, and friends despair of their 
recovery, those helpless and languishing 
beings are carried isto the wilds, and 
thrown into pits fordead. Exposed to the 
open sky and damp ground, without com- 
fort or compassion, they soon die, and are 
devoured by birds, dogs, and wolves. Are 
not the tears and sufferings of these forsa- 





756 


ken objects, sufficient to awaken Christian 
sympathy, and prompt the inquiry —* Is it 
nothing to you, all ye that pass by °” 
Importance of a Thibetia® Mission.—A 
station near the holy mountain would be 
more important than any now in existence. 
Any thing printed in the vernacular tongue 
of the Grand Lama, would be read by every 
learned Lama in Asia. Fora long period 
all books printed in the Thibotian language 
have been considered sacred. ‘This pre- 
possession, with the sanction of some La- 
ma, Would immediately give the divine or- 
acles a high character. Since for more 
than 3000 years a great part of Asia have 
visited the holy mountain, this place must 
afford an excellent situation to circulate 
books, and show these pilgrims they have 
at last found Him of whom Moses and the 
prophets did write. 
China, this station has an overwhelming 
importance. No missionary can preach in 
China. Dr. Morrison has laboured as a 
Chinese missionary fifteen years, and all 
yet remains dark, except two converts.— 
Thibet is the only nation that enjoys free 
intercourse with China. The emperor and 
court look to Thibet for their religion. If 
the Gospel could be established in Thibet, 
it would flow in the deserted channels of 
Lamaism all over China-and Tartary.—If 
a Thibetian mission should be instrumen- 
tal in the conversion of the Lamas, the pa- 
anism of all Asia would tremble from its 
oundation. If Christians rejoice at the 
conversion of the chief of an island, what 
will be their ecstacy at the conversion of 
him, who assumes the attributes of Deity, 
and holds in his grasp the souls of Asia.— 
Are these views of a Thibetian mission vis- 
ionary? What part of the human race 
are more deeply involved in the thraldom 
of paganism? Where would a few feeble 
exertions have a more happy and extensive 
influence? If my apprehensions are just, 
is it not the duty of this Society to invite 
the public mind to Central Asia, in order 
te dispel the thick mists and dark clouds 
which hover over the deluded votaries of 
the Grand Lama ? a # 


ae 


MISSIONS. 


The sending out Missionaries is no mod- 
ern invention. It began in the first age of 
the church, and was pursued, for several 
centuries, with a zeal, of which we have 
seen no exainple in the present age. The 
measure, indeed, has never been abandon- 
ed ; but when the church became corrupt, 
its Zeal was either cooled or misdirected. 
Many missionares have beey sent out by 


Missions. 


When we think of 


[ May, 


the Roman Catholics, to the East Ladies, 
to South America, and various other parts 


of the world ; and among them men of 


great learning and intelligence, whose Ja- 
bours were exemplary, aud whose success 
was considerable. They failed, however, 
most egregiously in what ought to be the 
great object of all missionary exertions, 
communicating to the heathen a pure and 
spiritual religion. They deserve the praise 
of having added much to our knowledge 
of this world and its inhabitants; and it 
must be confessed, of having set an exam- 
ple of fortitude and patience, which ought 
to be imitated by men who teach a simpler 
faith and more scriptural doctrine. 

For some time alter the days of Luther 
and Calvin the Protestants were too much 
pressed by the Catholics, to think of send- 
ing missionaries abroad. Their dearest 
interests—life, liberty, and religion—were 
continually in danger, and the contest was 
often maintained with difficulty, against 
their enemies. The colonizing of this 
country was, however, in a very great de- 
gree, an enterprize of religious Zeal ; and 
many of our first charters expressly refer 
to that important object. It cannot fail to 
strike the observation of every serious 
thinker, that by the settlement of these 
United States, the boundaries of the Pro- 
testant church have been very much en- 
larged, and a great addition made to the 
number of real christians in the world.— 
The business of converting the Indians to 
the faith of Christ, was taken up, by our 
forefathers, with much zeal, and pursued 
with considerable success. It is to be de- 
sired that some man, who has access to 
authentic documents, should give a history 
of these labours of love. But until this 
desideratum shall be supplied, we must rest 
contented with what we know of the lives 
and labours of Elliot and Brainerd. These 
devoted men were removed, and missiona- 
ry zeal seemed to be extinguished in this 
country. But their example was not lost. 
We took occasion to show in our Review 
of the Life of Scott, that the flame which 
went out here, was kindled in England.— 
The Society for Propagating Kuowledge 
in Foreign parts, which was instituted about 
the year 1700, had long indicated languor 
in its zeal, and feebleness in all its move- 
ments. But about thirty years ago, the 
Baptists, in the couutry just wentioned, es- 

tablishea their Society for Foreign Mis- 
sions; shortly after the London Society 


-was instituted ; then the Edinburgh Socie- 


ty; the Church Missionary Society ; the 
Society of the Wesleyan Methodists, &c. ; 
and the Protestant churches, generally. 
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seemed suddenly to wake up as from a long 
slumber, and to feel in some sort their res- 
pousibility. 

In the mean time, however, christians in 
this country were not entirely idle. This 
has beev, from the beginning, a great field 
for missionary labours. ‘The tide of popu- 
jation has been rolling in a current so wide 
and rapid from the Atlantic to the west, 
that it has been found impossible, with all 
the efforts that have been made, to supply 
to new and scattered settlements an ade- 
quate portion of religious instruction. We 
believe that the synod of Virginia was the 
first ecclesiastical body inthe Uniied States 
which adopted a regular and systematic 
plan of sending out domestic missionaries. 
They began well. Many parts of this state 
and of Kentucky to this day experience the 
salutary etiects of their judicious and zeal- 
ous exertions. In later times, neither zeal 
nor success has coiresponded with this aus- 
picious beginning. [tis not for us to point 
out the cause. 

The General Assembly of the Presbyteri- 
an church, a few years after its organiza- 
tion, took up this important subject ; and 
although it has not been pursued with all 
that vigour and efficiency that might have 
been expected, yet some hundreds of 
churches have been organized through the 
instrumentality of missionaries sent out by 
that body. Whether an ecclesiastical ju- 
dicatory is as well fitted for the manage- 
ment of an affair like this, as a society or- 
ganized for the express purpose, may well 
admit of a doubt. Withoutundertaking to 
determine a question of this kind, we can- 
not but present it for sertous consideration. 
In general, societies organized for a special 
object, pursue that object with a higher and 
more uniform zeal, than other bodies which 
have fifly things to do besides. Moreover, 
the authority of the church has but little 
weight in a matter which must, after all, be 
entirely voluntary. And men do not like 
to be required to do what they know to be 
optional. Lit. Mag. 

From the London Missionary Register. 

MEDITERRANEAN. 

The principal station, at present perina- 
nently occupied within this sphere of mis- 
sionary labour, is Malta ; not so much) in- 
deed, for its own sake, because the doimi- 
pant authority of the Roman Catholic 
Faith restricts attempts to communicate 
the Scriptures to the great mass of its in- 
habitants; but as a secure asylum and 
centre of action, where, under British pro- 
tection, benevolent plans for the benefit of 


Mediterranean. 


the surrounding shores may be matured— 
labourers may meet, and recover their 
spirits and strength—translations may be 
executed or revised—the press be put into 
powerful action—and, hereafter, natives of 
various countries may be prepared for fu- 
ture service among their own people. 

We observe, with pleasure, in the jour- 
nals of the missionaries employed in these 
parts, that they hold friendly conferences 
with one another at Malta, in which, by an 
interchange of knowledge and experience, 
they endeavour to improve their respective 
plans for obviating the various difficulties 
of their work aud attaining the great object 
at which they aim. This system is coming 
into operation. The different Societies, 
engaged in the diffusion of christian truth 
round the shores of this sea, are sending 
forth their travellers on journeys of investi- 
gation—distributing by their means, far 
and wide, copies of the Scriptures and re- 
ligious ‘Tracts—and regulating their plans 
and measures on actual knowledge of the 
scenes of Jabour. 

On one of the meansof diffusing chris- 
tian truth round the Mediterranean for 
which the situation of Malta renders it em- 
inently advantageons—the preparation and 
circulation of religious Tracts—we quote 
some very pertinent remarks by the Com- 
mittee of the Religious Tract Society :— 

“The very interesting volume of Chris- 
tian Researches in the Mediterranean, re- 
cently published by Mr. Jowett, presents 
an appalling enumeration of difficulties, 
moral, political, ecclesiastical, and inciden- 
tal, which must be overcome, in order to 
the successful promulgation of the Gospel 
of Christ, in countries once blessed with its 
hallowed light, but now darkened with ig- 
norance, infidelity, and error. This re- 
spected individual, who occupies a station 
which gives access to a line of coast equal 
to nearly one half of the circuit of the globe, 
and is surrounded by every variety of char 
acter, language, national distinctions, and 
religious prejudices, deeply feels the value 
of Tracts, and has devoted much of his 
time to preparing them for publication. In 
the countries bordering upon the Levant, 
especially, Tracts will furnish the best pre- 
cursors to future Missionaries, by removing 
prejudice and exciting inquiry; and they 
form, possibly, the only means by which 
multitudes of the present generation, now 
rapidly passing ito eternity, can be made 
acquamted with the hope of the Gospel. 

* Jtis worthy of remark, connected with 
these observations, that, in these very re- 
gions, the Scriptures were originally pub- 
lished as Tracts. The Gospels of the 








758 Study of the 
Evangelists were dispersed as Tracts: the 
Epistles of St. Paul were sent as separate 
Tracts: the addresses to the Seven Churches 
were of the nature of Tracts : and the Epis- 
tles of St. Peter were Tracts, immediately 
directed to the Christian Strangers scatter- 
ed through proconsular Asia, Pontus, Gala- 
tia, Cappadocia, and Bythinia. And if ever 
the golden lamps of the Apocalyptic 
Churches are to be rekindied, and the con- 
tinentof Asia is be revisited by the glory 
which has long since departed—an expec- 
tation, which, guided by the light of pro- 
phecy, we confidently cherish :—if the 
darkness which has fer ages obscured the 
fairest portions of the earth is to be scatter- 
ed, and the idolatries of Paganism are to 
be destroyed, and the delusions of Mahom- 
edan Superstition are to be broken, and all 
Anti-Christian Heresies, in every quarter 
of the globe, are to be abolished—it must 
be by a recurrence to ancient principles, 
and the wise expedients of former and bet- 
ter times—by the faithful exhibition of the 
truth and grace of our exalted Redeemer, 
in the doctrines of zealous Missionaries, 
and in the useful lives,of devoted Chris- 
tians.” 

The Holy Land, and especially the Sa- 
cred City, are become great objects of at- 
terition. We quoted from Dr. Richard- 
son’s late travels, in our last Volume, some 
very impressive remarks on the Holy City 
and the Jewish people. Among these and 
other Travels, which have recently thrown 
light on those sacred scenes, those of Major 
Mackworth, whose Visit to the Syrian 
Christians was printed in late numbers, are 
worthy attention for the just train of feel- 
ing with which he describes them. We 
quote his remarks on leaving Jefusaleim :— 

“ T have seen degraded Zion, and most 
of her dependencies ; and though much 
therein has been calculated to excite grief 
and indignation in any Christian traveller, 
never probably will the remembrance of 
her local associations be effaced from my 
mind, If I have, individually, gained noth- 
ing else, I have seen enough to be able to 
contradict, with sufficient certainty to my- 
self, many things insinuated by Anti- 
Christian Writers, as impeaching the truth 
of Scripture and of the histories and nar- 
ratives which it contains. To me all seem- 
ed strongly corroborative of its unvarying 
veracity. Superstition itself was unable al- 
ways to conceal the truth, by loading it 
with fabulous trash : and my outward sen- 
ses have become the rivals of my under- 
standing in believing the Word of God.— 
May His Holy Spirit cause it to sink so 
much the deeper in my heart! 


(Mas, 


“T quitted Jerusalem, to confess the 
truth, without feeling that degree of regret 
which might be expected. Perhaps it is, 
that, having once actually seen the sacred 
places, the mind is well satisfied, under ex. 
isting circumstances, as it would be in vis. 
iting them again and again. The sad and 
degrading superstitions, which now en. 
velope them with a cloud of unhallowed in- 
cense, infect and destroy the pure delight, 
which the traveller and (if the term may 
yet be allowed) the pilgrim, would else re- 
ceive: but, though contaminated, they are 
still silently-speaking evidences, that those 
parts of Scripture which relate to them 
must be true; and, as such, they are enti- 
tiled .to our veneration and regard.” 


Scriptures. 





From Bishop Horseley’s Sermons. 
STUDY OF THE SCRIPTURES. 


~ Jt should be a rule with every one who 
would read the Holy Scriptures with advan- 
tage and improvement, to compare every 
text, which may seem either important for 
the doctrine it may contain, or remarkable 
for the turn of the expression, with the 

arallel passages in other parts of Holy 

Vrit; that is with the passages in which 
the subject matter is the same, the sense 
equivalent, or the turn of the expression 
similar. These parallel passages are east- 
ly found by the marginal references in the 
Bibles of the larger form. Particular dil- 
gence should be used in comparing the par- 
allel texts of the Old and the New Testa- 
ment. When you read the Old Testa- 
ment, if you perceive by the margin that 
any particular passage is cited in the New, 
turu to that passage of the New to which 
the margin refers, that you may see in 
what manner, in what sense, and to what 
purpose, the words of the more ancient are 
alleged by the later writer, who, in many 
instances, may be supposed to have recei- 
ved clearer light upon the same subject.— 
On the other hand, when in the New Tes- 
tament you meet with citations from the 
Old, always consult the original writer, that 
you may have the satisfaction of judging 
for yourselves, how far the passage alleged 
makes for the argument which it ts brought 
to support. Ia doing this you will imitate 
the example of the godly Jews of Bera, 
which is recorded with approbation in the 
Acts of the Apostles, who, when Paul and 
Silas reasoned with them out of the Scrip- 
tures of the Old Testament, clearly setting 
before them the prophecies concerning the 
Messiah, and the accomplishment of those 
prophecies in Jesus, whom they preached, 
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‘searched the Scriptures daily, whether 
these things were so.” These Beran 
Jews compared the parallel passages of St. 
Paul’s oral doctrine with the written Scrip- 
tares of the Old Testament. And we now 
should with equal diligence compare the 
written doctrine of St. Paul, and of his fel- 
low labourers, with the writings.of the Old 
Testament. It is incredible to any one, 
who has not in some degree made the ex- 
periment, what a proficiency may be made 
in that knowledge which maketh wise un- 
to salvation, by studying the Scriptures in 
this manner, without any other commenta- 
ry or exposition than what the different 
artsof the sacred volume mutually fur- 
nish for each other. I will not scruple to 
assert, that the most illiterate Christian, if 
he can but read his English Bible, and will 
take the pains to read it in this manner, 
will not only attain all that practical know- 
jedge which is necessary to his salvation, 
but, by God’s blessing, he will become 
learned in every thing relating to his reli- 
gion in such a degree, that he will not be 
liable to be misled, either by the refined ar- 
guments or by the false assertions of those 
who endeavour to ingraft their own opin- 
ion upon the oracles of God. He may 
safely be ignorant of all philosophy except 
what is to be learned from the sacred books ; 
which indeed contain the highest philoso- 
phy adapted to the lowest apprehensions. 
He may safely remain ignorant of all his- 
tory, except so much of the history of the 
first ages of the Jewish and of the Christian 
church as is to be gathered from the canon- 
ical books of the Old and New Testament. 
Let him study these in the manner I re- 
commend, and let him never cease to pray 
for the illumination of that Spirit by which 
these books were dictated ; and the whole 
compass of abtruse philosophy and recon- 
dite history shall furnish no argument with 
which the perverse will of man shall be 
able to shake this learned Christian’s faith. 
The Bible thus studied will indeed prove to 
be what we Protestants esteem it, a certain 
and sufficient rule of faith and practice, a 
helmet of salvation, which alone may 
quench the fiery darts of the wicked. 





From the New-York Observer. 
NARRATIVE 
Of the state of Religion within the bounds 
of the Presbytery of New-York during 
the past year. 

The Presbytery of New-York, in pre- 
senting to the General Assembly an ac- 
count of the state of religion within their 
bounds, during the past year, have the 
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satisfaction to state, that the reports from 
the churches generally are of such a char- 
acter as calls for the expression of gratitude 
aud praise to God, and furnishes the grati- 
fying assurance that this portion of his her- 
Mage has been neither forgotten nor forsa- 
ken. As evidences of this, Presbytery 
would remaik, that the reports from all 
the churches, so far as it respects a regular 
and respectful attendance on the public 
worship of God, speak very favourably. 

The voice of complaint on this subject 
has not been heard in Presbytery. Some 
of the Congregations are represented as 
having greatly increased in their number 
of stated hearers. As it respects social 
prayer meetings, and others of a more pri- 
vate nature, the attendance is represented 
as baving been generally good. The num- 
ber of these held weekly, exclusive of eve- 
ning Lectures, and the monthly concert, 
isin each of the smaller congregations, 
from one to four, and in the larger from 
five to fifteen. The monthly concert, with 
two or three exceptions, is observed in all 
the churches.- The prayer meetings of a 
wore private nature are, either select asso- 
ciations of young persons, particularly fe- 
males, or of inothers, who unite their hearts 
at the throne of grace, to plead for the chil- 
dren which God has given them. 

In this connexion Presbytery also report 
with great pleasure, the continued efforts 
made by the churches to benefit the child- 
ren and youth ; the former, by catechetical 
and Sunday School instruction, the latter 
by the study of the scriptures in Bible clas- 
ses. The number of Sanday Schools at- 
tached to the city congregations, . varies 
from one to four, and these are represented 
as generally large and flourishing. In 
mostof the Congregations there are two 
Bible classes, a male and female. These 
classes are reported as increasing in num- 
bers and interest. From those of the church 
in Rutgers-street, sixty-eight persons have 
been added to the church during the past 
year. 

Presbytery would also notice the pros- 
perous state of the new congregations un- 
der their care. Within the last six years, 
there have been eight new congregations 
formed, and churches organized, and Hou- 
ses of worshiperected. Of these congre- 
gations, six have passed the weakness of 
infancy, and in respect to numbers and re- 
sources are rapidly approaching a state of 
healthful and vigorous manhood. The 
others, though not so far advanced, give 
hopeful indications of increasing strength 
and permanency. 

Among the more favoured of these new 
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congregations, Presbytery take pleasure in 
noticing the first coloured Presbyterian 
church inthis city. Though not more than 
three years have passed since this enter- 
prise was originated, the congregation now 
numbers several hundreds. The church 
consists of eighty members. Inthe fami- 
lies attached to the church, is now heard 
the voice of thanksgiving, salvation, and 
praise. A very neat and commodious 
brick edifice has been completed for the 
accommodation of the congregation. 

Though no general and special work of 
God has been witnessed in the churches 
during the past year, the church in Rut- 
gers street excepted, still the aggregate 
number of persons received into the differ- 
ent churches has been considerable. ‘The 
reported accessions to the churches have 
principally been from the world. ‘The ac- 
cessions to some of the churches have been 
mostly from the young persons of the con- 
gregation, and particularly such as were 
meinbers of Bible classes. Of the acces- 
sions to the church in Rutgers street and 
the seventh Presbyterian church, heads of 
families constitute the inajority of those re- 
ceived from the world. . 

Meetings for religious conversation and 
enquiry are maintained in a number ef the 
churches, and a hopeful degree of serious- 
ness is observable in many of the persons 
who attend them. 

The Presbytery also deem it proper to 
notice the encouraging state of the Mari- 
ner’s church in this city, though not under 
its care ; information respecting which has 
been received from a member of Presbyte- 
ry who officiates in that congregation.— 
The number of mariners who attend in that 
place of worship, has during the past year 
very cunsiderably increased. In addition 
to three services maintained on the sab- 
bath, there are usually frem four to six 
prayer meetings held weekly for seamen, 
and there is also one stated prayer meet- 
ing conducted by seamen, and a very large 
and flourishing Sabbath School for the 
children of seamen. To a number of 
these sons of the ocean, the preached word 
has been blessed. From fifteen to twenty 
have given very satisfactory evidence of 
having passed from death to life. 

The various benevolent and christian in- 
stitutions established in this city for the 
diffusion of the word of life, and the ex- 
tension of the kingdom and church of 
Christ, have during the past year been fos- 
tered and encouraged. To the support of 
these, and particularly the United Foreign 
Missionary Society, the United Domestic 
Missionary Society, and the Society for the 


The Village Funeral. 
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education of indigent young men for the 
gospel ministry, a number of the churches 
have manifested a high degree of liberality, 
A considerable sum has also been raised to- 
wards the endowment of a Synodical Pro. 
fessorship in the Theological Seminary at 
Princeton. 

On a review of the whole, though the 
reports from some of the churches repre- 
sent Professors to be cold and languid ; 
and there is too much reason to fear that 
many of these have but a name to live, and 
are a reproach to the sacred name by which 
they are called; still the Presbytery are 
happy to state that the interests of the Re- 
deemer’s church and kingdom during the 
past year, have been advanced within their 
bounds. ‘To the God of grace and salva- 
tion, would they ascribe the praise of what 
has been done, and would fervently be- 
seech him to do for these churches, and fog 
all his churches, still greater things. 

New-York, April 1824. 





From the Christian Register. 
TH" VILLAGE FUNERAL. 


It was the funeral of a child about five or 
six years of age. He had been sliding on 
a pond in the neighbourhood which was 
not sufficiently frozen, and had broken 
through and drowned. This happened on 
Saturday afternoon, and it was found ne- 
cessary to bury him the next day. 

It was at the close of the afternoon ser- 
vice that the funeral was to take place from 
the church. Accordingly the service clos- 
ed,—the blessing was given,—but the con- 
gregation reinaiped, with the exception of 
a few, who went to attend the body in its 
last remove to the house of God. During 
this interval, a deep silence pervaded the 
congregation, uabroken, save by the sound 
of the bell, which at intervals was heard 
heavily pealing out, then dying mournful- 
ly away, announcing that the sad proces- 
sion Was now approaching the church, on 
its way tothe grave. Theclergyman, who 
had preached from home that day, now 
entered and ascended the pulpit, to per- 
form the last service to this lamb of his 
flock. He sat down, and like the rest of 
the congregation, scemed buried in the 
melancholy thoughts the occasion suggest- 
ed. The deep silence that so long had 
reigned, was at length disturbed. There 
was a slight but gentle stir throughout the 
church. Heads were seen clustering over 
the rustic gallery to witness the entrance of 
the funeral procession. It was but for a 


moment, and a deep silence again ensued. 
Presently the doors were thrown open.— 
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The corpse, preceded by a train of his for- 
mer little playfellows, was brought in and 
jlaced near the pulpit. The father and 
mother followed,—-then the grandfather 
and grandmother. There was no organ 
with the melancholy dirge, to break the 
still more melancholy silence. Nothing 
was heard but the rushing sound of feet, 
and occasionally a sob vainly attempted to 
be stifled. These sounds soon died away. 
The mourners were seated, the clergymau 
rose, and with a clear and solemn voice be- 
gan,—*It is better to go to the house of 
mourning,” &c. 

I remarked that the father’s step was 
firm and his eye dry; but his pale cheek, 
and quivering lip, showed that the strong 
spirit was wrestling with its mortal agony. 
His cheek indeed was fearless, but the ar- 
row had entered his heart. The blow 
could not bend, but it had riven his soul.— 
It was his little one,—the child on whom 


) he doated. The mother’s was a different 


Petlectn tk ews ettes oe 


ge. 


% 


5. AN PA So Nae} es see 


Seabee 


oe Rew en 


i 


0 gas, 


* 
” 
P 


grief. Blinded by her tears, she hardly 
dragged herself along, supported on the 
arm which, at the altar was pledged “ for 
joy and for sorrow.” They had drunk 
deep from the cup of joy; they had now 
to learn that cup was mingled with bitter- 
ness. Her’s was that stormy sorrow— 
but I forbear. I would draw a veil over 
the unutterable pangs of a mother’s grief. 
The aged grandfather followed. Bent by 
age, and supporting his tottering steps on 
arustic staff,—his hoary head bowed in 
humble resignation,—his aged partner res- 
ting on his arm,—he wept not. Why 
should he weep? He was near the gaol, 
and his feet were already trembling over 





ithe threshold of the tomb. The storm 
} that was sounding around him, seemed 


but the deep prelude to his own repose.— 
lie had got too near home to regard the 
tempest which must soon sweep unheeded 
over his own narrow dwelling. I could 
not help thinking how mysterious were the 
decrees of Providence. ‘The aged grand- 
luther was standing at the tomb of this al- 
most infantchild. The mildew had passed 
by the hoary ear, and blasted the tender 
plant. 

The prayer was made,—the procession 
agam formed,—and I found myself, with 
most of the congregation, on the way to 
the church-yard. We soon arrived there. 
lt was a small inclosure. A few large pine 
trees adorned it. Through these, the wind, 
fonstantly breathing, produced that low 
‘ushing sound resembling the distant 1oar 
of the ocean, so peculiar to these trees. — 
tt Was beautifully adapted to the plaice in 
“hich they stood. Here the coffir was 
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lowered from the bier, and carefully placed 
in the tomb. The band of little boys who 
had preceded the corpse to its long home, 
now left the tomb and arranged themselves 
without the churchyard on each side of the 
gate, with their hats in their hands, for the 
mourners to pass through. Here the pro- 
cession broke. The tomb was closed,— 
and the peopie were seen rapidly dispers- 
ing to their respective homes. 

There is something inexpressibly touch- 
ing inthis simple custom. Here is nothing 
of the pomp of grief. All is simple. We 
learn a deep lesson when our wisdom is 
purchased with tears. And it is scenes 
like this, that practically convince us, that 
“the house of mourning is better than the 
house of feasting.” For us, as for Adam, 
the tree of knowledge is planted in the 
grave; and it is stillits sad preeminence to 
flourish the fastest and fairest when its root 
is watered with tears. For my own part, 
[ have listened to the exhortations of the 
wise and the eloquent; but never did I learn 
a deeper lesson than at this simple village 
funeral. a. 
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The Rev. Mr. Summerfield has arrived in the 
City of New-York in improved health 





The Quakersia England have subscribed £719 
sterling for the relief of the Greeks. 





JOHN PARU. 


Oac of the students at the Foreign Missx 
Schoo] from the Sandwich Islands is J 
Paru. This person left the islands a cous 
ble time since, and sailed with Capt. Prince, as 
his servant. His friends having receives 
telligence respecting him, supposed him dead — 
Mr. Levi Chamberlain, of the Sandwich aad 
Mission, in a letter dated Honorara, Aang. ! 
1s. a published in the Boston Te les Ay Saves 
that having, alter considerable inguiryasc =) 
where the father of Para lived, be fooad moans 
to send him a message. Mr. Chamberiacw sears, 
“A few evenings since, | ha i a vest Troe the fe- 
ther, and a nuaber of the relatives of Jot rh, wee 
were overjoyed to hear the intelligeace rospectag 
him, which it was mv happieess to commesicate 


\\V hen the tidiags fist reached the tather apd 
friends, that Joho was ahve, thew excitement 
was very great. | was informed that ther oo 


lected together avd bad a season of orig. I 


saw the father and sister of Toba, tuwether eo 
his step-mother, wncle aad aeecle’s ers Vee 
need not be told that to ae this was ae care 


group. And that to be able to & 
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friend was alive—that he was the subject of 
much kind solicitude—was receiving instruction, 
and gaining knowledge of arts that would be use- 
ful to him, and more than all, that he was acquir- 
ing a knowledge of the true God, was a high 
privilege affarding exquisite satisfaction.” 





The total number of Christenings in the City of 
London, from Dec. 10, 1822, to Dec. 17, 1823, 
was 27,679. The number of burials was 20,587. 





CIVILIZATION OF THE INDIANS. 


That the Cherokees are in a fair way to be- 
come a civilized and respectable community, is 
sufficiently manifest from the disappointment and 
chagrin manifested by those who are anxious to 
obtain possession of their lands. The Senators 
and Representatives in Congress from the State 
of Georgia’ have presented an address to the 
President of the United States, distinguished for 
its flippant boldness, and entire disregard to the 
rights of the Indians. This paper insists that if 
the Cherokees will not sell their lands and leave 
them peaceably, that it is the duty of the United 
States to drive them away. It also states that 
Georgia “ will never suffer’’ the Cherokees “ to 
hecome her citizens.”"—The Secretary of War 
has made a Report, in which he states that the 
General Government has made every proper ex- 
ertion to secure the extinguishment of the Indian 
title on reasonable ferms. 

We trust that the United States will not be 
driven into a war for the gratification of a few 
‘bold and bad’ men, and that the Cherokees 
while making advances in knewledge and the 
arts, will be permitted to sit under their own vine 
and fig-tree, having none to distnrb or make them 
afraid. The Cherokee Delegation at Washing- 
ton have addressed a memorial to the House of 
Representatives, in which they state that it is not 
the intention of the Cherokees to cede any more 
land, that they have “ fully resolved to abandon 
the chase and live by agriculture and the arts, 
and that they have no idea of removing to the 
barren waste bordering on the Rocky mountains, 
where water and timber are scarcely to be seen, 
and where their only employment must be to pur- 
sue the buffalo, and to wage wars with the un- 
cultivated Indians. They conclude with an ap- 
peal to the magnanimity of the American Con- 
gress for justice, and the protection of the rights, 
liberties and lives, of the Cherokee people.” 





SCHOOLS IN IRELAND. 

To the schools established in Ireland, the Cath- 
olic priests have almost uniformly manifested 
great opposition, well knowing that “ ignorance 
is the mother of superstition.” Some new mea- 
sures which these gentlemen have adopted, have 
not been permitted to pass without a suitable no- 


Conversion of Catholics. 





tice. The following account is given im an Trish 
Journal :— 


The popish priests of Ballinasloe, Dr. 
Costello and Mr. Dillon have lately re- 
sorted to a new method of obstructing thie 
course of religious education among the 
poor, 

Lord Clancarty has established four 
schools on his estate, in the vicinage of that 
town, where the gospel of Jesus Chirist is 
read and inculcated. 

About six months ago, Mr. Dillon made 
a domiciliary visitation round the cabins, 
and bore away the books belonging to the 
children who are educated at these schools. 
This arbitrary measure was suffered to pass 
with impunity, until, emboldened by for- 
bearance, he made a second descent in 
September last, by the expressed direction 
of Dr. Costello, the titular bishop, and de- 
spoiled the children of a number of books 
of the same description. An action of 
trover was brought, at the suit of Lord 
Clancarty, before the Assistant Barrister at 
the Quarter Sessions, now sitting at Lough- 
rea, to recover the value of the books; at 
which the priest was cast, upon the exai- 


ination of a single witness. 
The Warder. 


— —=_——— 


CONVERSION OF CATHOLICS. 


The pleasing intelligence of the conversion o/ 
M. Henhoffer, Cure of Mulhausen, with forty o! 
the families in his parish, has been already laid 
before our readers. A copy of an abridged state: 
ment of his reasons for receding from the Romisi 
communion, and a letter from Baron Gemmir- 
gen, one of the converts, to the inhabitants of the 
Barony, have been forwarded to England, where 
their publication is intended. 

In the Evangelical Magazine for February, ‘ 
le‘ter to the Editor from France, communicates 
“a result not less remarkable, produced by th 
same means—the reading and meditation of ti 
Holy Scriptures, accompanied by the blessing ©! 
the Divine Spirit. 


Some time since, Mr. C. formerly pro- 
fessor in the R. C. College of , and 
during three years Cure of the parishes 0! 
V. and G., near A., was led to peruse wit! 
attention the sacred volume. The know! 
edge of the truth which he obtained 
this exercise, soon rendered him disgusted 
with his former state of ignorance and er 
ror; and the more his acquaintance wit! 
the inspired pages became intimate, the 
more ardent was his desire to diffuse aroul! 
him the light he enjoyed. His sermons no" 
announced distinctly the truths of the go 
pel, condemned the doctrinal errors of b! 





[ May, 
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church, and recommended the perusal of 
the word of God. In proportion to his 
zeal, and to the effects produced by his 
ministry, was the alarm and displeasure 
manifested by the neighboring clergy and 
his ecclesiastical superiors ; and when he 
found he could not consistently continue 
to say mass, the storm burst forth, which 
drove him from a Cure, over whose moral 
darkness he had thrown some beams of 
heavenly light. In the friendship of an 
English Christian, and of some pious mem- 
bers of the French reformed church, he 
found counsel and consolation: but after 
a short absence, he was so pressed in spirit 
to declare once mure to his flock the word 
of life,.that he returned to his parish, 
preached openly and forcibly the necessity 
of an entire and simple reliance on the 
Lord Jesus Christ for salvation, and of an 
implicit reception of the Scriptures as the 
revealed will of God. Of these Scriptures 
he distributed a considerable number 
among the people, and exhorted thein at 
the peril of their souls, to read them with 
humility and prayer. Summoned before 
the Chapter, he reasoned out of the Serip- 
tures; and in the palaces of the Romish 
Bishop and of the Prefect, with the Bible 
in his hand, he justified his conduct, and 
confounded his aecusers. In return, he re- 
ceived his passports for arguments, and he 
was obliged again to leave the scene of his 
fidelity and zeal. His people, many of 
whom were sincerely attached to him and 
to his doctrine, grieved aad irritated at his 
departure, declared they would have no 
other minister, and entreated him, at least, 
to supply in some measure by his letters, 
the loss of his public labours, Under such 
circumstances, has been printed, but not 
published, the first letter, from which I 
send you extracts. A second edition, with 
tore ample details, is in the press; and 
another letter will also shortly appear.— 
Completely separated from the church of 
Rome, and labouring under considerable 
indisposition, occasioned by anxiety and 
fatigue, Mr. C. is waiting for the indica- 
tons of that providence which will doubt- 
less point out to him the sphere of exer- 
tions on which he should hereafter enter. 





GUERNSEY AND JERSEY. 

The anniversary meeting of the Guernsey Bible 
\uxiliary Society, was held at St. Peter’s Port on 
‘the 19th of December last. This auxiliary Soci- 
ety, with its associations, received the last year 
more than £500.—The Anniversary of the Jersey 
Female Auxiliary was held, October Ist. Its re- 
ceipts during the year exceeded £250. It is grati- 
‘sing to perceive the inhabitanss of these islands 


Guernsey and Jersey. 





70S 
directing their attention to the islands in the 
South Seas, and drawing from the history of mis- 


sions among them, arguments to increased dili- 
gence in the work of the Lord. 


If we turn our eyes to the Southern 
Ocean, the scene suddenly changes; we 
behold the true disciples of the Saviour, 
‘armed with the sword of the Spirit, which 
is the word of God,’ performing deeds 
which were not surpassed, except by mirac- 
ulous power, in the early days of Chris- 
tianity. Patient and persevering men, sent 
out by the London Missionary Society, 
have gone with the Gospel in their hands 
to people who but forty years ago were 
cannibals, who feasted on the flesh and 
blood of their enemies, sacrificed human 
victims to the idols which they worship- 
ped, destroyed their own sickly children, 
and exposed their aged and helpless pa- 
rents to perish in wilds and forests. In the 
space of one generation, the inhabitants of 
several of the Society Islands have been 
transformed, not merely into nominal but 
effective Christians ; their idols, their al- 
tars, their prejudices have all made way for 
the worship of the true God. 

In 1817, the Gospel of St. Luke was 
translated into the language of Otaheite, a 
language spoken throughout the South 
Sea Islands ; a language which has neither 
grammar nor dictionary. The first book 
that was ever written or printed in that 
language was the blessed Gospel! It was 
printed at Eimeo, a small island near to 
Otaheite, upon the paper, and with the 
types, sent out by the British and Foreign 
Bible Society ; one of three thousand copies 
then printed is now in the hands of your 
President.* 

In 1820, the whole of the four Gospels, 
and the Acts of the Apostles, had been 
trans!ated ; three printing presses were at 
work ; places of worship had been built ; 
schools on the British system established ; 
grandfathers and mothers, and grand-chil- 
dren, were vying with each other, who 
should first learn to read the ‘ glad tidings.’ 
The civil and social effects of the Gospel 
were apparent ; industrious habits had been 
acquired, and domestic comforts proimot- 
ed. For the truth of what is here advan- 
ced, besides other indubitable authority, we 
have the testimony of our own country- 
men, Mr, Lempriere, a midshipman in the 
Dauntless, sloop of war, who writes to his 
family a plain unvarnished, and most in- 
teresting account of what he saw at Ota- 


* Mrs. General Le Conteur.—To the patronage 
and spirited exertions of this lady the Society 
owes much of its prosperity. 
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heite, during ten days, in January, 1¢22.— 
The Dauntless was then on her way from 
Dominica, one of the savage islands of the 
Marquesas, where it had been to make in- 
quiries concerning ten Englishmen, who 
had beew captured in a boat from a Lon- 
don merchant vessel whilst watering. It 
appeared that the captain having quarrel- 
led with the natives, they seized his men, 
ard having appointed a day for a feast, a 
party of the chiefs had actually baked 
these ten men between layers of red hot 
stones, and eaten them. 

How great must have been the contrast 
whe the Dauntless arrived at Otaheite.— 
Mr. Lempriere went into the churches, the 
bells of which announced the Sabbath, and 
it was observed, that although the ship was 
surrounded by a great nuinber of canoes 
on the Saturday, not one made its appear- 
ance on the Sunday ; all was decency and 
order. The natives, not understanding 
English, took Mr. Lempriere by mistake 
into a Sunday School instead of the 
Church, where he saw a hundred boys and 
girls dressed in the English fashion, sitting 
in order, and paying the greatest atteution 
to their native teachers. In some houses, 
which are all open, he saw people reading 
the Gospel, not one copy of which was to 
be had; they bad been all bought up by 
the natives for three gallons of cocoa-nut 
oi) for each copy. ‘There is not a vestige 
of idolatry left at present,’ says Mr. Lem- 
priere ; ‘it was with great difficulty I could 
obtain a deity from them as a curiosity, 
they were so ashamed of thetn ;’ although 
the people had been such thieves when 
Captain Cook visited them, the crime is 
hardly known at present; the missionaries 
have their axes, and tools, hanging on the 
outside of the house, but they are never 
touched ; war is no longer thought of !— 
The island of Huahine is said to be still 
snore civilized than Otaheite. All this is 
the work of the Gospel! May we not now 
understand the words of the Prophet, * and 
the isles shall wait for thy law.’ 

The friends of Biblical and Missionary 
Societies inthe Norman isles, have hon- 
ourably distinguished themselves by their 


active zeal in promoting the ipterests of 


these laudable imstitutions. The receipts 
of the Guernsey Church Missionary Asso- 
ciation, for the last year only, amounted to 
1261. 18s. 11d. The cause of true religion 
is making happy advances among Chris- 
tians of various denominations, in these 
highly favoured islands. 





MUNIFICENT BEQUEST. 
Lhe Dublin Gazette contains 2n account of the 


Serampore. 


of Sierra Leone. 
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Jast will of a deceased nobleman, which will be 


» 


grateful to all friends of missions. The spirit of 7 


missions is evidently becoming more general, and 


we confidently look for greater and still greate, / 


results. 

The Right Hon. Richard, Viscount 
Powerscourt, deceased, did by his last will, 
bearing date the 8th of October, 1822, give 
and bequeath unto the Rev. Charles Sime. 
on, of Trinity College, Cambridge, the 
Hon. and Rev. Edward Wingfield, and 
Serjeant Lefroy, the sun of three thov- 
sand pounds, to be by them expended, as 
may seem best to them, in portions of one 
thousand pounds in each—namely, one 
thousand pounds for his poor countrymen 
in Ireland, for the purpose of supporting 
Missionaries to preach the glad tidings of 
salvation to this benighted people—one 
thousand pounds for the same purpose in 
India—ene thousand pounds for the poor 
Blacks in and arriving at and in the Island 
He also desired that his 
executors might and should, at their discre- 
tion, spend in the service of his Lord and 
Master, and Redeemer, a sum of two thou- 
sand pounds annually out of his estate, un- 
til his son Richard should attain the age ot 
twenty-one years. And of said will he ap- 
pointed his brother, the Hon. and Rev. Ed- 
ward Longfield, and Robert, Earl of Ro- 
den, executors. 


SERAMPORE. 


Extract of a letter from Dr. Carey to Dr. 
Ryland, dated July 18, 1823. 


You have Jong ere this heard of the 
death of Brother Ward: his end was hon- 
ourable to the gospel he professed, but we 
severely feel his loss. Sister Ward and 
his two daughters are well. The death of 
my son Felix was, and still is, much felt by 
me. He was highly useful in correcting 
several versions of the scriptures, and get- 
ting them through the press. The whole 
of that, in addition to my former labours, 
now falis upon me. I[ have also engaged 
to correct aad publish the labours of the 
late Rev. Mr. Schroeter, who was employ- 
ed asa Missionary by the Church Mission- 
ary Society. His manuscripts consist 0! 
materials for a Grammar and Dictionary 
of the Bhote or Thibet language. Tlie 
Grammar I must write from his materials, 
and the interpretation of the words in the 
Dictionary being in the Italian language, 
I shall have to translate. My Bengalee 
Dictionary will take fully another year be- 
fore it is printed off ; and to add to my la- 
bours, I received yesterday from Govern- 
ment an appointment to a new office, 1 
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addition to that of Professor ; viz. that of 
Translator of the Regulations of the Gov- 
ernour-General in Council into the Ben- 





May. Pm galee language. I have just received from 
ie ' England information of my being elected 
il be | & Fellow of the Linnean Society of Lon- 
rit of bg 409 and a member of the Geological So- 
|, ang am ciety 5 and a Diploma, constituting me a 
corresponding member of the Horticul.ural 
"FF Society of London. I bless God, that 
though nearly sixty-two years of age, I en- 
OUDt FS joy nearly as good health as I ever did, and 
will, get through as much work as ever. 
§'v¢ 6 T have reason to think the work of con- 
me F version goes on and prevails gradually 
the among the natives. I received a letter 
and F i from Monghyr a few weeks ago, giving an 
hou- FF account of the baptism of several persons. 
1, & PRsister Chamberlain says, “ What happi- 
One F eness would it have given my Jate husband 
Obf BSro have witnessed what I have since seen.” 
JMen FSA letter received yesterday frou Brother 
runs F ’Thompson of Delhi, mentions a number of 
3S UP Shichly encouraging circumsiances. One 
“Ole B Ureceived from my son William, a fortnight 
€ 1) F Jago, informs me that his encouragement 
vee ‘lately has been move than for a long time 
lan 


past. Brother Fernandez has baptized 








this ‘nearly twenty persons within the past year ; 
scre- Band Brother Fink has baptized some of the 
and Mugs or Arrakanese, and soon expects to 
hou- Dbaptize more. 
UN | Schools for the education of native fe- 
3© OB male children have been successful beyond 
7 4p" Ball expectation. ‘There are a great num- 
Ed: > ber of large schools in Calcutta, raised by 
Ro-FOMrs. Wilson (formerly Miss Cooke.) 1 
othink we have twelve, or more, at Seram- 
‘pore and its neighbourhood, which are reg- 
ularly visited hy our young ladies every 
Dre day, and I am happy to see the lively in- 


“terest they take in this department. At 
Bie late festival of drawing the Car of Ju- 
Sgernath, which, by the bye, ends this day, 
“Ithink our brethren dispersed 8000 pam- 
sphlets in the Bengalee language. Brother 
and F Mack was highly gratified by seeing one 
th of man mounted on the car near the wooden 
it by é horses securing a tract with the utmost 

Scare. We trust some of this seed will 
spring up; at any rate the Gospel is more 


hole Band more known and read among the na- 
; < z. eee ° . 
urs; BS tives of India. 
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i. ¥ REV. ISAAC M‘COY, 
ion: Missionary to the Western Indians. 


{ a a . . . 
tO'F Itis now six years since this servant of 
| Christ, well known as a prudent and judi- 


i . 

os > Clous man, commenced his labours amongst 

"’ »* He the Aboriginals near Lake Erie and Michi- 
ie 


>» gan. Some time since he was appointed a 





Rev. Isaac M* Coy.— Christ the Olject of Supreme Regard. 
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Missionary by the Baptist Board ; since 
which, the President of the United States 
has made him an Agent and Superintend- 
ant of the Indian School in Indiana. Heis 
of course not only a minister of the gospel, 
but a civil officer of our general govern- 
ment. The Indians have set off a tract of 
land for the objects of the Mission, and 
have erected thereon several buildings. A 
school is established with teachers, for the 
benefit of the Indian children, which now 
contains 53 natives of both sexes. The 
boys are taught reading, writing and arith- 
metic, the mechanic arts, and tlhe practice 
of husbandry. ‘The girls also are taught tu 
read and write, and instructed in domestic 
occupations, such as weaving, sewing, Ke, ; 
and in the principles of the Christian reli- 
gion. Their behaviour and improvement 
are flattering, and said to be not inferior in 
any respect to the children of white people. 
The Indians are greatly pleased with the 
attempts to instruct them, and to improve 
their circumstances. And since Mr. 
MCoy and his family have resided amongst 
them, and practically exhibited before them 
the habits and conveniences of civilized 
life, there is an evident change not only in 
their views and feelings on this subject, but 
also in their conduct. In one small nation, 
twenty-six families have settled since he 
has been with them, living in good log huts, 
with neat but small farms, which are well 
fenced, and cleared up for cultivation. 
Indolence and the love of strong drink 
are the most inveterate of the Indian vices. 
Their aversion to labour is almost uncon 
querable. Hence they make this the task 
of the females. And could the charitable 
ladies in our cities and villages see the 
meuial offices required of their sex amongst 
the Aboriginals, their benevolence would 
undoubtedly excite thei to increased ex 
ertions in the work of Indian civilization. 
Mr. M‘Coy, who has much influence 
with, and shares largely in the affection 
and confidence of the Indians, is now in 
Boston, soliciting assistance for the sup- 
port of the great work which he has com- 
menced.—Christ. Watchman. 





CHRIST THE OBJECT OF SL- 
PREME REGARD. 


“ Looking unto Jesus, let us trace his life 
and let ours be a transcript of the blessed 
example. How exalted was the piety that 
could burn in ardent devotion, through all 
the chilling damps of evening, and piercing 
blasts of midnight air! How firm and 
glowing his devotedness, who said, “ My 
meat isto do the will of him that sent me, 
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and to finish bis work!” How ardent his 
zeal for the salvation of men, who exclaim- 
ed, “ [have a baptism to be baptized with, 
and how ain I straitened till it be accom- 
plished ;”—a baptism of groans, and tears, 
and sweat, and blood! How entire the 
resignation, that could meekly cry amidst 
the sufferings, from the bare idea of which 
human nature shrinks, * O my Father, if 
it be possible, let this cup pass from me ; 
nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt!” 
How unwearied his benevolence, who “went 
about doing good!” How eminent his pa- 
tience, who “ endured such contradiction 
of sinners against himself!” How unparal- 
lelled his meekness, “ who when he was re- 
viled, reviled not again; when hesuffered, 
he threatened not!” How vast the bounty, 
that miraculously spread a table in the 
wilderness for thousands! How tender his 
sympathy, which, in the hour of unutter- 
able agony and death, sought, in the house 
of a beloved disciple, an asylum for a des- 
titute and afflicted mother! How match- 
less the forgiveness, that from the cross 
could beam a look of love and pity on the 
backsliding wanderers, bestow a crown and 
kingdom on a returning penitent, and plead 
for his bitterest enemies, “ Father forgive 
them, for they know not what they do!” 
May the same mind be in us which was in 
Christ Jesus ; may we contemplate his love- 
ly image, till changed into the same like- 
ness, by the spirit of our God.” 

“ Looking unto Jesus, we contemplate 
him, seated on his mediatorial throne, as a 
lamb that has been slain, ever living to 
make intercession for all that come unto 
God by him. Our consciences overwhelin- 
ed with guilt, are relieved by the sight of 
Jesus pleading for our pardon, on account 
of his own merits and sufferings. Harras- 
sed with temptations, we find comfort in 
applying to him, who, having “ himself 
suffered being tempted, is able to succour 
them that are tempted ;” and prays for us, 
that our * faith fail not.” When fears pre- 
vail, we hear his gracious voice; “ Fear 
not, | have redeemed thee; thou art mine 
—No weapon that is formed against thee 
shall prosper—I give unto my sheep eter- 
nal life ; and they shall never perish, nei- 
ther shall any man pluck them out of iny 
hand. My Father which gave thei me is 
greater than all; and no man is able to 
pluck them out of my Father’s hand. I 
and my Father are one.” “Surely,” I 


exclaim, “ goodness and mercy shall fol- 
low me all the days of my life, and I shall 
dwellin the house of the Lord forever.” 

“ But death approaches, heart and flesh 
fail, we are about to bid adieu to earth and 











all her scenes ; and what then can support 
us? See, yonder is Jesus at the Father’s 
right hand, pleading, “ Father, I will thar 
they also whom thou hast given me may 
be with me where I am, that they may be- 
hold my glory ;” that “where I am, there 
my servant may be also.” To his hands 
let us cheerfully commit our departing 
spirit, assured that he will present it “ fault- 
less before the throne of his glory with ex- 


ceeding great joy.” 
Hewlett’s Sermons, Oxford. 


ee 


ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH IN 
THE U. STATES. 


The following facts are gathered from Mr. 
Ingersoll’s Discourse before the Ameri- 
can Philosophical Society. [{ Bost. Rec. 


From a mere mission in 1790, the Ro- 
man Catholic establishment in the United 
States, has spread into an extended and 
imposing hierarchy ; consisting of a me- 
tropolitan see, and ten bishoprics, con- 
taining between eighty and a hundred 
churches, some of them the most costly 
and splendid ecclesiastical edifices in the 
country, superintended by about one hun- 
dred and sixty clergymen. 

There are Catholic Seminaries at Bards- 
town and Frankfort in Kentucky, a Catho- 
lic Clerical seininary in Missouri, Catholic 
Colleges at St. Louis and New Orleans, 
where there is likewise a Catholic Lancas- 
terian school, two Catholic charity schools 
at Baltimore, two in the District of Colum- 
bia, a Catholic seminary and college at 
Baltimore, a Catholic college in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, a Catholic seminary at 
Emmittsburg in Maryland, a Catholic free 
school and Orphan’s asylum in Philadel- 
phia. 

In 1807, a noviciate was opened at 
Georgetown college, in the District of Co- 
luunbia, which continued to improve til! 
1814, when it was formally organized bya 
Papal Bull. This society now consists of 
twenty-six fathers, ten scholastics in theol- 
ogy, seventeen scholarships in philosophy, 
rhetoric, and belles-lettres, fourteen scho- 
lastics in the noviciate, twenty-two lay- 
brothers out of, and four lay-brothers in 
the noviciate ; some of whom are dispers- 
ed throughout the United States, occupied 
in missionary duties, and the cure of souls. 

The oldest Catholic literary establishment 
in this country, is the Catholic college just 
mentioned, which was founded immediate- 
ly after the revolution, by the incorporated 
Catholic clergy of Maryland, now capable 
of containing two hundred resident stu- 
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dents, furnished with an extensive and 
choice library, a philosophical and chymi- 
cal apparatus of the latest improvement, 
and professorships in the Greek, Latin, 
French, and English languages, mathe- 
matics, moral and natural philosphy, rhet- 
oric, and belles-lettres. 

In the oldest religious house in Ameri- 
ca, that of the Female Carmelites, near 
Port Tobacco in Maryland, the established 
number of inmates is always complete.— 
The convent of St. Mary’s at Georgetown, 
in the District of Columbia, contains fifty 
nuns, having under their care a day school, 
at which upwards of a hundred poor girls 
are educated. The convent of the Sisters 
of Charity of St. Joseph, in Maryland, at 
Emmittsburgh, consists of fitty-nine sisters, 
including novices, with fifty-two young la- 
dies under their tuition, and upwards of 
forty poor children. A convent of Ursu- 
lines, at Boston, is yet in its infancy, con- 
sisting of a prioress, six sisters, and two 
novices, who undertake to instruct those 
committed to their charge, in every polite 
accomplishment, in addition to the useful 
branches of female education. The Em- 
mittsburg Sisters of Charity, have a branch 
of their convent for the benefit of female 
orphan children, established in the city of 
New-York, where the Roman Catholics 
are said to have increased in the last twen- 
ty years, from three hundred to twenty 
thousand.—The church of St. Augustine, 
in Philadelphia, belongs to the Augustine 
monks. There is also a branch of the Em- 
mitisburg Sisters of Charity, in Philadel- 
phia, consisting of several pious and well 
informed ladies, who superintend the edu- 
cation of orphan children. The Daugh- 
ters of Charity have another branch in 
Kentucky, where there are, likewise, a 
house of the order of Apostolines, lately 
established by the Pope at Roine, a clojs- 
ter at Leretto, and another convent. In 
the State of Missouri, there is a convent of 
Religious ladies at the village of St. Ferdi- 
nand, where a noviciate is seated, of five 
novices and several postulants, with a thri- 
ving seminary, largely resorted to by the 
young ladies of that remote region, and al- 
soa day school for the poor. In New- 
Orleans, there is a convent of Ursuline 
nuns, of ancient and affuent endowment, 
containing fifteen or sixteen professed 
pais, and a number of novices and postu- 

ants, 


A SEVERE REPROOPF. 


_Atruly pious man, of rank and influence in so- 
ciety, was in the habit of entertaining and admit- 
ting to a degree of intimacy, persons of very hum- 


A Severe Rebuke.—Revivals of Religion. 
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ble circumstances in life, if only they gave evi- 
dence of true religion, His friend, who was ac- 
customed to measure eve ; thing according to the 
standard of this world, rallied him, pleasantly, on 
the subject of his associates : intimating a surprise 
that he should admit to his hospitality and friend- 
ship persons of so obscure an origin, and of so lit- 
tle estimation among men. He replied, in atone 
of unaffected humility, that, as he could scarcely 
hope to enjoy so elevated a rank as they in the fu- 
ture world, he knew not why he should despise 
them in the present. The reproof came home to 
the feelings of the proud man, and he was silent— 
conscience whispering, meanwhile, how dim were 
his prospects of rising, in the future world, to an 
equality with the pious poor, if his christian friend 
was in danger of falling below them.— Bost. Tel. 


THE LAKES AND THE OCEAN 
UNITED. 


A large basin has been constructed in 
the river at Albany for the accommodation 
of Sloops and Canal Boats. While the 
Rev. Mr. Truair was there last autumn, he 
suggested that a Mariner’s Church should 
be erected on the centre of the long whart 
which connects the extreme ends of the 
two piers that extend into the River ; and 
form the upper and lower boundaries of 
the basin. 

It gives us great pleasure to learn that this 
suggestion has been acted upon by some 
benevolent and enterprising gentlemen at 
Albany, and that a Mariner’s Churcli is to 
be erected. 

While Capt. Cobb was in this city a few 
days ago, he engaged a Bethel Flag, in- 
tending to commence Bethel Prayer Meet- 
ings at Albany without delay.—Cahris. Her. 





—_————— 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


Revival in New-York City.—Last Sab- 
bath, (28th March) about forty were united 
to the Presbyterian Church in Rutger’s 
street, in that city; making the number 
which has been added to that church du- 
ring the ministrations of tts present pastor, 
about two hundred and fifty.—Chns. Her. 

A letter dated Washington, N. C. 10th 
March, 1824, says, “ This is not, the place 
it once was. Last August, we organized 
a church, and the Lord has been pleased 
to smile on us in an uncommon degree, 
Many have joined us; others, rejoicing 
in hope, are prepared to doso ; and many 
others are under deep conviction for 
their sins. 


In the Bullitzburg Church, Kentucky, 
there is an extensive revival. The work 
is rapidly advancing. In February last, 25 

ersons were batized, and more were ex- 
pected the last of March.” 








POETRY. 
For the Religious [ntelligencer. 
A SICK BED REFLECTION. 


To whom, dear Saviour, but to thee, 
Can the afflicted Christian go : 
Where can the wounded spirit flee, 
And find a refuge from its woe ? 


Can Nature, lovely as she is, 
Afford the burden’d soul relief ? 
Can friendship, love, or tenderness, 

Assuage the agony of grief ? 


Can the gay scenes the world admire, 
Wipe off affliction's burning tear ¢ 

The heart with peace, or hope inspire, _ 
When death's dark surges roil so near ° 


No, these may charm the mind awhile, 
When health, and spirits gaily flow ; 

And some times shoot a transient sinile, 
Athwart the countenance of wo. 


But sorrow soon resumes its reign— 
So billows that recede afar, 

With violence return again, 
And break more fiercely than betore. 


But when by faith we turn to thee, 

With sick ness, pain, or grief oppress’d, 
Thy grace commensurate shall be, 

Thy love shall heal the wounded breast. 


The tempests, that so toss the soul, 
At thy command are hush'd and still : 
And all the raging billows roll, 
Obedient to thy sov’reign will. 





OBITUARY. 
MRS. SARAH DEWEY. 


Died at Williamstown, Mass. on the Ist of 
December last, much lamented, Mrs. Saran 
Dewey, wile of Professor Dewey of that 
place ; her disease was of an asthmatic affection, 
which for several years has been gradually con- 
veying herto the tomb, A worthy and an affec- 
tionate husband with four lovely children and nu- 
merous other relatives deeply deplore their loss. 
Mrs. D. was a woman of no ordinary worth, she 
possessed a strong mind which was highly culti- 
vated with useful knowledge, and with an amia- 
ble and courteous disposition she ever appeared 
peculiarly interesting to all who had the happi- 
ness of being iv her company ; she had an exten- 
sive circle of friends in New Haven, which she 
has often visited for the benefit of her health. 
And while we weep because she is no more, we 
trusts he ts now receiving the reward of the right- 
cous, there to shine inthe kingdom of our Father 
forever and ever.— Communicated. 


Poetry.—Obituary.— Anecdote. 
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MOSES C. WELCH, D. D. 

Died at Mansfield, April 2), Moses C. Wercn, 
D. D. in the 40th year of his ministry and 7Ist of 
his age. He was attacked with ague and other 
symptoms of severe disease on the Sabbath, just 
as he stepped out of the meeting-house at the 
close of the morning service. The thought was 
almost instantly strongly pressed on his mind, as 
if by the finger of God, that that was the last day 
that he should meet with his church and people 
in this world. Worldly prudence would have for- 
bid his attempting to preach in the afternoon ; 
but he felt an unusual desire to meet once more 
with his church. Upon naming his text, he ob- 
served that he felt unwell, and that he should 
probably be short in his exercise; but he was 
more lengthy than usual, and was thought by his 
congregation never to have been more instruc- 
tive, eloquent, pathetic and melting. Though he 
did not expressly say that he expected never to 
preach again, yet numbers of them, at least, had 
a presentment that he néver would; and they 
thought that he could not have more happily clos- 
ed his ministry, even had he been in good health, 
and known that he should die the nextday. He 
returned home without great difficulty ; but dis- 
ease was immoveably fixed in his mortal body, 
under which he languished 17 days, and then fell 


asleep in Christ. Probably but few servants of 


God, during their last sickness, have felt more 
calmness and resignation to the will of God, and 
eujoyed more divine support, and died more evi- 
dently asa Christian should wish to die, than Dr 
Welch did. After his friends and physicians 
were obliged to give up all hope of his recovery, 
he called one of his sons to him and said that he 


wanted to let him know how he enjoyed himself 


during his last sermon, and added that he never 
before felt so much of the presence of God, so 
much freedom in preaching, and comfort in his 
heart. On Friday following, his funeral was at- 
tended, and a sermon preached by Mr. Nott, oi 
Franklin, toa crowded assembly, who by their 
solemu attention, and by their tears, testified 
their respect for the deceased, and that his mem- 
ory was embalmed in their hearts. ‘ Blessed are 
the dead that die in the Lord from henceforth ; yeu 
saith the spirit that they may rest from their labors, 
und their works do follow them.—Conn. Courant. 





ANECDOTE. 

A pious minister, of respectable talents, now in 
the Methodist connexion, was formerly a preach- 
er among the Universatists—The incident which 
led him seriously to examine the grounds of that 
doctrine, is striking and singular. He was amus- 
ing his little son by telling him the story of “ The 
Children in the Wood.” The boy asked, “ What 
became of the little innocent children?” ** Thev 
wentto Heaven,” replied the father. ‘* What 
became of the wicked old uncle?” “ He wen! 
to Heaven too.”—‘ Won't he kill them again, 
father?” said the boy. Zion's Herald. 
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